
Hardee County Industrial Development Authority 
Regular Meeting Minutes 

January 10, 2012 
EDC Office 

 
Chairman Justice called the meeting to order at 10:00 am.  
 
Chairman Justice called for a motion to close the meeting and reconvene the EDC 
meeting. Mike Prescott made the motion and Joe Albritton seconded the motion. 
 
The IDA meeting started back at 10:31am. 
 
Everyone was present. 
 
Visiting: Bill Goss, Casey Dickson, Donald Samuels and Paul Roberts. 
 County Attorney: Ken Evers 
 County Commissioners: Sue Birge and Grady Johnson 
 Press: Michael Kelly 
Staff: Sarah Pelham and Kristi Schierling 
 
Minutes: Joe Albritton made a motion to accept the minutes and Jim See seconded the 
motion. Motion passed. 
 
Addition to Agenda: Tab A1-Discussion of Oaths of Office 
 
Agenda: Vanessa Hernandez made a motion to accept the agenda and Joe Albritton 
seconded the motion. Motion passed. 
 

Director’s Report 
 

-Bill Lambert wanted to know if the IDA needed to do new Oaths of Office since the 
others were being questioned. Sarah said when she spoke to the Division of Elections, 
they told her that once they are filed you cannot go back and make any changes to 
them. Ken suggested that we just leave the topic of doing anything with them alone.  
 
-The audits for FY 2009 and 2010 have been completed. It came back clean. All 
accounts balanced. We will have a meeting on January 17th at 10 to receive the audit 
from LarsonAllen. Mike Prescott made a motion to have the meeting on the 17th at 
10am and Lory Durrance seconded the motion. Motion passed unanimously. 
 
-Bill Lambert said that PRECO would accept the appraised value of $996,000. LifeSync 
will be interested in having fiber at the building. Vanessa Hernandez made a motion to 
allow Ken and Bill to enter into a lease purchase with PRECO. The lease will be for 2 
years and payments made will apply to the purchase price. Lory Durrance seconded the 
motion. Joe Albritton abstained from voting. Mike Prescott made a motion to authorize 
Bill to initiate a RFP to retrofit the building for technology subject to consummation of 



the lease agreement. Vanessa Hernandez seconded the motion. Joe Albritton 
abstained from voting. 
 
-Discussion continued pertaining to the Tourism Development Initiative. The Board 
wants to hear a presentation from USF before any money is awarded to the Chamber to 
move forward with them. The Board wants to make sure that USF is capable of doing 
what needs to be done of them. Joe Albritton made a motion that upon Hardee County 
Chamber of Commerce Board approval and joint acceptance from the Hardee County 
Industrial Development Authority to contract with the University of South Florida, the 
IDA will fund the Hardee County Chamber of Commerce up to $100,000 on a 
reimbursable basis for the management of the tourism development study with USF. 
Vanessa Hernandez seconded the motion. 
 

Financial Report 
 

Vanessa Hernandez went over the finance report. Jim See made a motion to accept 
and Joe Albritton seconded the motion. Motion passed unanimously. 
 
 

 


