
on this property. He attended a meeting with the attorneys, and they were informed that 

the use of the land was still intended for their site. 
 

Industrial Development Authority 
Regular Meeting Minutes 

July 8, 2008 
 
 
 
 

 
Attendees:  Rick Justice, Marcus Shackelford-Vice Chairman, Jama Abbott, Lavon 
Cobb, Tomas Macias, Bill Lambert, Ken Evers, Sarah Pelham 

 
Absentees: Mike Manley, Dana English 

 

 
 

Meeting was called to order by Vice Chairman Marcus Shackelford. 

 
Minutes: Vice Chairman Marcus Shackelford moved to approve the minutes of the June 
10, 2008 meeting as printed. 

 
Agenda: Vice Chairman Marcus Shackelford moved to accept the agenda as printed. 

 
Hardee Commerce Park 

 
Commerce Park Maintenance Bid update: The contract with Austin Growers expired at 

the end of June 2008. Bids were requested in writing. Redding Lawn and Landscape 

L.L.C. submitted the lowest bid. 

 
Redding’s bid indicated that mulching would be done on an as needed basis. A motion 

was made by Lavon Cobb and seconded by Rick Justice to accept and award the bid to 

Redding Lawn and Landscape L.L.C., and give the Director latitude to clarify what “on 

an as needed basis” means and ensure that the maintenance of the mulch would be kept 

up in an acceptable manner. Motion approved. 
 

 
 

Terrell Property Report: The grant application to the EDA is not due until November or 
December. This will help decide if there is enough funding to pay off the property. 

 
IDA will push for funding to pave Gebhart Road. Lex Albritton is aware. The County 

should be the lead on this matter. Lory Durance stated he does not believe the IDA has 

the authority to pave the road since they do not own it. Marcus Shackelford stated that it 

should be done in a judicial manner. Bill stated he would get the ok from the attorneys to 

go ahead and will release the money for the County to pave the road. 

 
Bill Lambert stated he is still in negotiations with a confidential client wanting to locate 



 

 

Organix South: Still continue to complain about infrastructure of the park. Embarq is the 

problem. Comcast does have the capability to handle this, but at this time no 

representative has been reachable. Hardee County gives Comcast a franchise and so Lex 

Albritton may be able to recommend a contact. Bottom line, there is a tenant that has a 

problem and it needs to be fixed. Bill stated Organix South should put in writing where 

they stand as of now. 

 
Forestwood Designs groundbreaking: Forestwood Designs broke ground on Friday June 

20, 2008 with a ceremony at the Commerce Park. Members of the IDA board, newspaper 

and Economic Development Office were present. They continue to move forward with 

their construction. 

 
Project Bloom:  This is a confidential company brought to us by Enterprise Florida. 

They are an alternative energy plant seeking to relocate in Central Florida. The 

Economic Development Office is meeting with company representatives on July 16, 
2008. Bill Lambert will be showing them the City of Wauchula’s old airport site as well 

as the CF property; and is working in conjunction with City Manager Rick Giroux. 
 

 
 

Finance Report 

 
Finance Report: Bill Lambert stated that there would be no financial report this month, 

due to the fact that Mike Manley was absent. 
 

 
 

The only other business to come before the board was, Bill Lambert stated that the IDA 
would be donating the tractor to the County very soon. 

 
A motion was made by Rick Justice and seconded by Lavon Cobb to adjourn the 

meeting. Meeting was adjourned. 


