
Hardee County Economic Development Council 
Regular Meeting Minutes 

February 14, 2012 
EDC Office 

 
Absent: Doug Jensen and John O’ Neal 

 
Visiting: Casey Dickson, Lenora White, Nancy Craft, Derren Bryan, Frank Kirkland, 
Tony Pazzaglia and Pattie Detwiler. 

County Attorney: Ken Evers 
County Commissioners: Rick Knight, Grady Johnson, Minor Bryant and Dale 
Johnson 
County Manager: Lex Albritton 
Press: Michael Kelly 

Staff: Bill Lambert, Sarah Pelham and Kristi Schierling 
 
Minutes: A motion was made by Rick Justice and seconded by Paul Roberts to accept 
the minutes. Motion passed. 

 
Agenda: A motion was made by Vanessa Hernandez and seconded by Jim See to 
accept the agenda as printed. Motion passed. 

 
Director’s Report 

 
-Bill started the discussion of possibly combining the EDC and the IDA. Everything 
would then be under the IDA. Doing so would help clarify the sunshine laws with the 
EDC. Most of the EDC Board members were in agreement to go forward with doing so. 
Others wanted more time to research the benefits of doing this. Lavon Cobb made a 
motion to go ahead and combine both boards into one subject to IDA and BOCC 
approval. Donald Samuels seconded the motion. Bobby Krause and Paul Roberts both 
thought that it would be best to wait for Bill to gather more information on this topic and 
it was suggested that the IDA and EDC do a joint workshop to address all questions. 
Lavon Cobb withdrew his motion. Chairman Albritton told the Board to email Bill any 
questions or concerns they had with the combining of the two boards into one and that 
way he will be prepared to address them at the next meeting. We will advertise a joint 
meeting to discuss this topic further. Dale Johnson and Minor Bryant both spoke and 
said that they were in support of our Board and the time and the effort that they 
volunteers give to the Boards. 

 
-Bill Lambert introduced Tony Pazzaglia. He is the first employee of LifeSync. The 
purchase contract is almost finished for review for the old PRECO building. It will be 
occupied sometime late April or early May. Keyplex is essentially complete and the 
lease purchase is almost complete at well. The ribbon cutting will be coming soon. 
Broadband is trying to bring middle mile and fiber to the old PRECO building. Nutrapure 
is intending on purchasing the Forestwood building. We have hired Mike Nicholson to 
appraise the building. They will be putting a new company in the building. The Chamber 



of Commerce has a contract with USF Institute of Government and is currently working 
with them. 

 
-Casey Dickson gave a quick update of the Marketing Grant program. They have 
funded 19 businesses so they could go forward with their advertising and/or website 
design or enhancement. It is going well. 

 
Marketing Report 

 
There was no LoopNet report this month. 

 
Finance Report 

 

Bobby Krause went over the financials. He mentioned two significant items that aren’t 
normal monthly transactions. FHREDI was given their dues this month and we received 
our draw from the County. Rick Justice made a motion to accept the financials and Mike 
Prescott seconded the motion. Motion passed unanimously. 

 
Meeting adjourned at 9:59am. 


