
Hardee County Economic Development Council 
Regular Meeting Minutes 

March 20, 2012 
EDC Office 

 
Absent: John O’ Neal, Lory Durrance and Bobby Krause 

 
Visiting: Casey Dickson, Lenora White, Nancy Craft, Arnold Lanier and Randy Dey 

County Attorney: Ken Evers 
County Commissioners: Rick Knight and Sue Birge 
County Manager: Lex Albritton 
Press: Michael Kelly and Jim Kelly 

 
Staff: Bill Lambert, Sarah Pelham and Kristi Schierling 

 
Minutes: A motion was made by Lavon Cobb and seconded by Jim See to accept the 
minutes. Motion passed. 

 
*Bill asked that the agenda be changed by swapping tab 1 and tab 2. 

 
Agenda: A motion was made by Paul Roberts and seconded by Mike Prescott to accept 
the agenda with changes noted. Motion passed. 

 
Director’s Report 

 
Tab1-Discussion merging the EDC membership into the IDA 
Jim See made a motion to recommend the merger of the EDC into the IDA with 

the acknowledgment that the EDC will become dormant and authorize Bill, Ken 
and Joe to take actions to further that goal and authorize correspondence to the 
BOCC summarizing the discussion. Rick Justice seconded the motion. Motion 
passed unanimously. 

 
Donald Samuels made a motion upon BOCC approval authorizing the transfer of 

assets from the EDC to the IDA. Paul Roberts seconded the motion. Motion 
passed unanimously. 

 
Bill suggested that the EDC become dormant and it be managed by the IDA. We 
would still have the 501c3 status and make sure all paperwork is filed to keep it 
“alive”. Everyone supports the EDC merging into the IDA. Bill said that he would 
eventually like to have the EDC active again but have it be made private with a 
different set of members and funded only by dues. The whole merging process 
will be depending on BOCC approval. 



Tab1-Project Updates 
LifeSync- They are moving along. We will begin setting up individual 
appointments with the members and LifeSync so they can be updated. 
Project K- CO has been issued. 
Broadband- Moving along in the realm of development of the FRBA. We are 
close in Hardee County in completing their contractual commitments. May delay 
the conversion of ownership of the broadband system to Rapid systems until 
FRBA is completed. 
Nutrapure-have business to transact in the IDA meeting. They are bringing a 
new company to Hardee County. 
Tourism funding-Casey Dickson gave an update on the USF Tourism study. 
They have a contract with the Chamber of Commerce and the first phase will 
take around 12 weeks to complete. Members from USF will come to Hardee 
County to meet with people and get feedback from them for their study. 
Organic Green Solutions/BioNitrogen- Nothing has happened with OGS. 
BioNitrogen deals with urea. Bill has put these two contacts in touch with each 
other. 
Waste Generated Products- Bill has not had any contact with them. He has 
heard that they are moving along. 
Natural Gas/Liquefaction- a project in Fort Green that take surplus natural gas 
and it creates a large storage facility and they are looking at a transportation hub 
that can use the natural gas as fuel. 
Corridor Infrastructure working group-a group that was put together to work 
on trying to get infrastructure from Bowling Green to Zolfo Springs. 

 

 
 

Marketing Report 
 
There was no LoopNet report this month. We will start doing this report quarterly. 

 
Finance Report 

 

- Lavon Cobb made a motion to accept the financials and Paul Roberts seconded the 
motion. Motion passed unanimously. 

 
Vanessa Hernandez went over the financials in Bobby Krause’s absence. We have 
been unable to meet any of the deliverables of the Heartland Workforce grant and 
Vanessa will work with Sarah on trying to collect some of this money. 

 
Other Business 
Vanessa made a motion to authorize Bill draft a letter concerning our county being 

placed in a new district. Mike Prescott seconded the motion. Motion passed 
unanimously. 
Bill read an email from National Solar stating that they are moving forward. 
Commissioner Birge mentioned the redistricting maps and that we needed to voice our 
opinions so we could stay in the same district. 


