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Joe Albritton‐Chairman‐A Rick Justice‐P Lavon Cobb‐A 
Vanessa Hernandez ‐Vice Chairwoman‐P John O’Neal‐A Lory Durrance‐P 
Mike Prescott‐A Jim See‐P Paul Roberts‐P 
Dottie Conerly  ‐P Diana Youmans‐P Doug Jensen‐P 
Donald Samuels‐P Bobby Krause‐P  

 
 

Vice Chair Vanessa Hernandez called the meeting to order at 9:50am. 

 
Visiting:Clay Cobb, Sean Rego, Nancy Stalter, Bo Conerly, Frank Kirkland, Casey Dickson, Steven 
Southwell, Krystin Robertson and 2 representatives from Lighthouse for the Blind 

County Attorney: Ken Evers 
 

Staff: Bill Lambert, Sarah Pelham and Kristi Schierling 
 

Minutes: A motion was made by Paul Roberts and seconded by Jim See to accept the minutes. Motion 
passed. 

 
Agenda: A motion was made by Rick Justice and seconded by Dottie Conerly to accept the agenda. 
Motion passed. 

 

 
 

Director’s Report 
 
Tab1‐ Heartland Workforce‐Sean Rego 
Sean introduced the new Veterans Rep from Heartland Workforce. Her name is Nancy Stalter. Sean 
informed the Board that Heartland Workforce and teamed up with Lighthouse for the Blind to help 
them find employees and work for their members. Two reps spoke about what they do for the blind. 

 
Tab2‐2012‐2013 Budget Request to the BOCC 
Bill presented to the BOCC yesterday at the budget presentations meeting. Our office requested the 
same budget as last year which was $245,000. Bill informed them that we may not be drawing all of that 
since we have an application in to the EDA and money still remaining in the administration allotment of 
the Mosaic agreement, which is roughly $135,000. 

 
Tab3‐Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy (CEDS) 
The CEDS report is in its draft form and tells us what our region is made up of. Broadband and the 
Commerce Park are highlighted in the document. The Department of Commerce gave a grant to the 
Central Florida Regional Planning Council. 



Tab4‐Chamber of Commerce and Communications/Public Relations/Marketing relationship 
Casey Dickson came before the Board to introduce Krystin Robertson. She is working for Main Street 
Wauchula and has a Bachelor’s Degree in Communications. The Chamber would like to hire her for our 
office to do the communications/public relations/marketing. Casey would like to use that remaining 
money that was awarded to her for the marketing and use that to hire Krystin for the next three 
months. Bill and Casey will work together to see who will pay Krystin once the three months is up. She 
will work like Kristi works. Get paid by one organization but help all of them. 

 
Tab5‐Chamber of Commerce and Economic Development partnership 
Donald Samuels made a motion to accept the proposal with any modifications that Ken Evers or Bill 
Lambert may make. Doug Jensen seconded the motion. Motion passed unanimously. 

 
Casey Dickson put together a proposal for the Chamber doing the vetting for the EDC/IDA. Donald 
thought it was a great idea and thought the questions were really good. If there is a need for 
confidentiality Bill will step in and deal directly with the company requesting it. Only companies that need 
assistance from our office will be vetted. The Chamber will come back to the EDC/IDA board with a report 
that states the pros and cons of the company. The Chamber would like to eventually help the BOCC and 
the EDA with the vetting process. 

 

 
 

Finance Report 
 
‐ Rick Justice made a motion to accept the financials and Diana Youmans seconded the motion. Motion 
passed unanimously. 

 
Bobby Krause went over the financials. We did receive the entire Heartland Workforce grant which 
totaled $40,000. All other expenses and income were normal for the month. Sarah did note that she 
would check with our accountant to see why the Heartland Workforce income was being categorized 
under rent. 

 

 
 

Public Comment 
 

Frank Kirkland made a comment stating that he does not want to see our community turn into a city like 
Orlando. He asked, “Do we want that much growth and development in Hardee County?” Lory Durrance 
spoke up and said that this is the challenge that our Board faces. Do we (the County) stay the same and 
have no opportunities for our children or do we provide opportunities for our young people to come back 
to once they are done with school. 


